named “Solo” has been one of the FBI’s most jeal-
- ously guarded secrets.’ The-information it pro-}
* duced was sometimes deemed: important enough
to be handed directly to presidents.. - S

“10 $1 million a year in secret contributions by the
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For more than 25 years,;an operation code-

“There’s no doubk that the:buresu considered
Solo its greatest inteligence coup,” said one offi«
cial familiar with the long-running operation. “On
a scale of 1 to 10, Solo was a 10,” said another.

Solo was the protective cover for two brothers
recruited and paid to infiltrate the highest eche-
lons of the American Communist Party. In the
1950s, sources said, one became the courier of up

Soviet Union to sustain the struggling party. This
was cited to support J. Edgar Hoover's claims
about the communist threat within. :
More important, knowledgable intelligence of-
ficials said, the two men traveled abroad and were
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. ing to train others
. to national ‘securit,, copveiwsy s roveny years)

. ered less of sthreat.w s e

- double-dealing and could have used them to send

* the Soviet financing of the American party, - . -

- Soviet funding of the American Communist Party

accepted as confidants by communist leaders, en-
abling them 4 return to their FBI handlers with |-

news about the intentions of communist-bloc of-
fictals. One even had his picture taken with Soviet

leader Leonid I. Brezhnev. For years, they were

“considered the FBI's most important counter-
intelligence assets, ' - P

Now, in a book about the bureau’s smear cam- |

paign against Martin Luther King Jr., David J.
Garrow, a University of North Carolina professor,
exposes Solo for the first time and identifies the
two brothers as Morris and Jack Childs. - :

" An FBI spokesman had no comment on the
disclosures in the book. But The Washington Post
independently has verified the Childs’ role as FBI
informants and learned something of their activ-

ities. Jack Childs died last year and Morris’ cur-

rent whereabouts could not be learned.  ~ . -
! 'The operation was considered so succersful that

felt Solo had outlived its usefulness, and ‘consid-
- eration was given to publicizing the operation. But’

the Republican Party, the Democratic Party or

83 the brothers got

clear how valuable

when the American Communist Party was consid-| -

S -

~And there is alse the usual uncertainty about
whether the Soviets ever caught on to the Childs’

back disinformation to the FBI. Sources said, for
instance, that the CIA had serious doubts about’
the authenticity of the FBI's intelligence regarding

_The Solo operation also raises the ironic pos-
sibility that the U.S. government condoned illegal

for years just so it could keep tabs on the party’s
finances. - R RTINS L. PR |
* One former intelligence officer said Jack Childs.
used to pick up the Soviet cash from a diplomat
attached to the Soviet Unitéd Nations mission in
‘New York. Other officials said that Solo enabled
the FBI to discover where the Communist Party
kept its money and how it used it, and that Amer-.
ican party boss Gus Hall “was bullish on Amer-.
ica,” investing some of the Soviet money in the

stock market and apartment buildings, ;& 7wt

- During the Ford administration, some officials |

the idea was rejected. . .~ R BN
.. A Soviet emhassy spokesman yesterday flatly
denied the allegation ahout Soviet funding of the-
American Communist Party. “We don’t engage in’
this type. of activity,” he said. “We don’t finance:
even the Anderson campaign.” ST
- “Lem I:iarris, a Communist Party member from’
Connecticut who knew the Childs brothers, said.
yesterday he thought it unlikely that they wers.
FBI informants, If the FBI discovered the Soviets'
funding the American Coromunist Party, he said,
“Pm sure they vgould.'have‘tmmpet_ed the news,-
because that’s “just what Hoover “would have’

wanted.” American Communist Party leader Hall | -
is out of the country and his office in New York |
did.not return a call yesterday. . . .ccli.

s
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